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been advanced from 16 to 18. Registration authorities
are instructed to question closely both parties to a mar-
riage contract and if one is found to be living in
marriage relations with another person, whether such
marriage relations have been registered with the gov-
ernment or not, to refuse to marry the couple. The
above provision is the only one which guards against
bigamy. No other provisions exist and no punishment
for bigamy is cited anywhere.
A provision in the revised Soviet marriage and di-
vorce code which tends to give greater permanency to
the home is the strengthening of the bond between
married couples by extending their relations to one
another even after they are divorced. Thus a man can-
not obtain a divorce from his sick wife and forget all
about her. For a period of twelve months from the
date they were divorced he must look after her physical
welfare. The same is true of woman. She may obtain a
divorce from her sick husband, but she must support
him for twelve months from the date the divorce has
been granted.
There is a similar provision in case one or the other
of the two parties to a marriage contract is unem-
ployed. You can divorce your wife because you have
ceased to love her and consider it therefore immoral
to go on living with her in wedlock* But for a period
of six months after the divorce you must support her
if she is out of a job. You must give her a chance to
find work, to again make a place for herself indus-